
Machine Builders Crave More
Motion Control Solutions

OEM Customers Are Achieving Savings by
Reducing Cycle Times and Changeover Delays

D R I V E S   A N D   M O T I O N   C O N T R O L   D R I V E S   A N D  M O T I O N   C O N T R O L   D R I V E S   A N D   M O T I O N   C O N T R O L  D R I V E S   A N D   M O T I O N  

F E A T U R E D  I N  C O N T R O L  D E S I G N

P R O D U C T R O U N D - U P

This won't come as much of a surprise to many machine builders.

According to industry analyst ARC Advisory Group

(www.arcweb.com), factories that have applied motion control

solutions are now experiencing greater flexibility, higher perform-

ance, and easier configuration of production lines.

The benefits derived from having this technology embedded by

OEMs in their machines has enabled manufacturers to achieve lower

cycle times, while significantly reducing production changeover time

with automated setup and configuration of new production runs.

At one point, says ARC, a dominant market driver was the substi-

tution of electrical solutions for mechanical and hydraulic solutions.

This factor continues to drive growth in the market, however, technolo-

gy is now letting more engineers, OEMs, and system integrators deploy

motion control solutions in a wider breadth of application at a more

rapid pace. Warehousing systems and productions systems are using

motion to improve conveyor systems, augmenting packers with robot-

ics, and almost any type of manual setup can now be replaced with pre-

cision  motion control solutions.

There's optimism in the drives business, as well. Although eco-

nomic expansion stopped cold in 2000-2001, the North American mar-

ket will experience a strong boost in demand for AC drives in coming

years, says ARC. In fact, the market will continue to grow far beyond

2005 in spite of declining hardware revenues. Saving energy through the

use of AC drives is creating a huge market potential across all power

ranges.

It's clear that users are looking for higher productivity through

automation by using AC drives. Only a small fraction of total induction

motors used today are controlled by an AC drive, so this provides a

tremendous opportunity in energy savings for users as well as growth

for the suppliers.

Servo Controls All
Axiom® Plus brushless servo drive

has an integrated motion controller

and a PLC, eliminating the need for

separate motion controllers and mas-

ter PLCs. It has 15 inputs and eight

outputs, an encoder follower for elec-

tronic-gearing applications, an auto-

phasing that eliminated the need for

Hall-effect sensors in the motor.

Software provides ladder logic pro-

gramming for the PLC and sequen-

tial motion controls for single-axis

control. Tol-O-Matic; 800/328-2174; www.tolomatic.com
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